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Construction of an Autonomous Knowledge System for China’s International

Trade Discipline Based on Marxist Dialectical Historical Materialism
YAO Shujie

Abstract. Against the backdrop of the unprecedented great changes unseen in a cen-
tury and the deepening of institutional opening-up, China’s international trade discipline
urgently needs to adopt Marxist dialectical historical materialism as its meta-theory to con-
struct an autonomous knowledge system with distinct subjectivity, originality and practical-
ity. This paper proposes a theoretical analytical framework of the “Four Beams and Eight
Pillars” , systematically expounds the research methods of the unity of historical logic and
contradictory analysis, and provides the implementation schemes for the construction of
curriculum system and textbooks, the development of the academic community and the
transformation of research achievements, as well as the indicator evaluation and sample re-
search topics. Furthermore, it explores the paths for dialogue with and transcendence over
traditional Western trade theories. The study concludes that taking practice as the primary
principle, adhering to the unity of people’s interests and national security as the core value
criterion, and grasping the unity of institutional opening-up, security and efficiency as the
practical starting point constitute the fundamental path for constructing the autonomous
knowledge system of China’s international trade discipline.

Keywords: Dialectical Historical Materialism; International Trade; Autonomous

Knowledge System; Political Economy; Institutional Opening-up; Global Value Chain
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