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A Corpus—Based Study on the Use of Fillers by Chinese Learners of Japanese
KEI Ishiguro & WU Chugqi
(National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics)

Abstract: This study investigates the longitudinal acquisition of Japanese fillers by Chinese learners within an interlanguage
framework, drawing on spoken corpus data. It analyzes how learners shift from reliance on L1 (Chinese) fillers to increased use
of L2 (Japanese) fillers over time. Results show the following: (1) A progressive decline in Chinese filler usage, with Japanese
fillers increasing notably from the second year and surpassing Chinese fillers between the second and third years; (2) Consis-
tent decreases in Chinese fillers such as a, e, and en, although e remains the most frequently used in the fourth year; (3) Marked
learner preferences for specific Japanese fillers (e.g., notably frequent use of ano), and increased use of maa and nanka during
study abroad, possibly reflecting development in pragmatic and sociolinguistic awareness. These findings provide empirical
support for stage-specific patterns in filler acquisition and suggest pedagogical implications for fostering context-appropriate
use of L2 fillers while reducing L1 reliance.
Keywords: Fillers; Japanese language learners; longitudinal corpus; B-JAS; frequency analysis
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