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Inuta Shigeru's Peasant Literature and Japan's Modernization
WANG Shuo
(Nankai University)

Abstract: In the process of Japan's modernization, peasant literature examined the tremendous transformations brought about
by social change from a unique perspective, yet it did not receive the attention it deserved. The peasant literature of Shigeru In-
uta broke through the established paradigm of pastoral literature. Employing realist techniques within a historical framework, it
portrayed the true conditions of Japanese rural society in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, tearing away the fa-
cade of Japan's capitalist development and exposing the urban-rural opposition concealed beneath the surface of modernization.
The author argued that the countryside, under the immense disparity between urban and rural areas, could not achieve healthy
development. The Japanese capitalist mode of production suppressed the subjective initiative of peasants, making it persistently
difficult for them to establish self-consciousness. Through literature, the author attempted to reconstruct rural culture. Support-
ed by the fundamental theories of historical materialism, this paper examines the rational core of Inuta's peasant literary
thought. It provides an in-depth analysis of the dialectical relationship between capitalist production relations and traditional ru-
ral ideology reflected in his work, clarifies the dual factors leading to urban-rural differentiation, and exposes the historical
flaws accumulated in the process of Japan's capitalist modernization.
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