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Spatial Practice & Discourse Struggles: Ginza's Modern Political Culture (1872-1945)
QU Liang & SHEN Jianpeng
(Xiangtan University)

Abstract: As a paradigmatic case of spatial politics in modern Japan, Ginza's development embodies the discursive contesta-
tion between state power and social consciousness amid modernization, colonial expansion, and war mobilization. From the
Meiji to early Showa period, the two sides vied for its discourse power. In the Showa war and militarization era, the state real-
ized the street's militarized transformation through propagandistic systems-turning it into a military propaganda space and a
template for imperialist spatial colonialism. This evolution reflects the government-public discourse struggle in Japan's modern-
ization and reveals the structural predicament of cultural rupture, social division, and eroded popular subjectivity.
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