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Research Hotspots and Development Trends of Japanese Literature Projects Funded by
the National Social Science Fund of China: A Corpus—Based Bibliometric and Visualiza-

tion Analysis (2015-2024)
DING Yuebin
(Guangdong University of Foreign Studies)

Abstract: Based on a self-compiled corpus of Japanese literature projects funded by the National Social Science Fund of
China (NSSFC) form 2015-2024, this paper applies keyword-based visual analytics using CiteSpace and matplotlib. There are
several key findings: research directions show a modern and contemporary focus with cross-cultural expansion. High-
frequency research topics highlight the coexistence of classical text collation, cross-cultural dissemination, and modern writers,
indicating a shift in the academic focus from classical text editing toward cross-cultural interaction and modernity-oriented is-
sues. The keyword co-occurrence network forms a main linkage of ‘Japan - China - Sino - Japanese - dissemination - modern’,
and clustering results can be grouped into three major thematic domains: document and text studies, cross-cultural comparison
and literary interaction, and literary periodization and studies of literary subjects. The time-zone visualization reveals a three-
stage evolution of research hotspots-from classical text collation, through cross-cultural dissemination, to modern and post-war
literature. Overall, Japanese studies in China are transforming from a resource-accumulation model to one driven by cross-
cultural comparison and modernity-oriented issues. Looking ahead, efforts should focus on digitizing classical resources, insti-
tutionalizing cross-cultural dissemination mechanisms, and promoting the internationalization of modern and contemporary
comparative literature, while strengthening research capacity in central and western regions, enhancing China’s presence in in-
ternational academic discourse.
Keywords: Projects Founded by National Social Science Fund of China (NSSFC); Japanese Studies in China; Corpus-Based
Analysis; Research Hotspots; Visual Analytics
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