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Ryukyuan Resistance Amid the Transformation of Modern East Asian Order: A Study of
Cai Dading's National Salvation Petition Movement and Miscellaneous Notes on the

Northern Journey
CHEN Xiaofa
(Foreign Studies College Hunan Normal University)

Abstract: When modern Japan sought to annex Ryukyu, Cai Dading, as a core member of the national salvation petition delega-
tion, secretly traveled from Fuzhou to Beijing together with Xiang Dehong, Lin Shigong and others, imploring the Qing court
to send reinforcements to save their country. The complete course of this petition was systematically compiled by him in Beis-
hang Zaji (Notes on the Journey North), which was published in Fuzhou in 1884. From the unique perspective of an eyewit-
ness, Cai meticulously recorded the key details of the petition movement, the vivid social landscape of the late Qing Dynasty,
the evolution of Chinese and foreign political affairs, and his profound personal reflections on family and country. This work
thus holds significant historical value and distinct literary characteristics. Beishang Zaji not only vividly demonstrates the in-
domitable spirit of resistance of the Ryukyuan patriots who "strove to do what they knew to be impossible", but also pro-
foundly reflects the historical process of the gradual disintegration of the suzerain-vassal relationship between China and
Ryukyu. It serves as an important document for studying the entire context of Ryukyu's subjugation, the profound changes in
late Qing society, and the trajectory of Japan's encroachment on the East Asian order, and further lays a solid historical founda-
tion for the contemporary "re-discussion of the Ryukyu Issue".

Keywords: Cai Dading; Beishang Zaji (Notes on the Journey North); national salvation petition; East Asian Order
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