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The Formation Mechanisms and Intergenerational Evolution of the Memory Community
of Japanese Returnees from China

REN Huizhong

(Shanxi University)
Abstract: Cultural Memory theory has provided a vital theoretical foundation for postwar memory practices in Europe. How-
ever, in the Asian context, Japan's postwar historical cognition and memory construction have long exhibited structural ten-
sions. The complexity of Sino-Japanese postwar memory poses significant challenges to the theoretical adaptability of Cultural
Memory theory regarding its localized application in Asia.The deepening and expansion of the concept of a "Community with
a Shared Future for Mankind" offers a new axiological orientation and theoretical basis for re-examining and interpreting Sino-
Japanese cultural memory within the Asian context. Based on this concept, this paper attempts to further expand the theoretical
paradigm of the "Memory Community."Using the memory practices of the Japanese returnees from China (known as Chugoku
Kikokusha) as an empirical case, and relying on the Cultural Memory framework, this study analyzes the generative logic of
Sino-Japanese cultural memory during cross-cultural interactions from three dimensions: memory dissemination fields, inter-
generational transmission mechanisms, and memory transformation paths.Ultimately, based on social group memory, this paper
aims to explore the generative logic and practical pathways for constructing a Sino-Japanese "Memory Community." It seeks to
provide theoretical support and an empirical reference for both nations to transcend war trauma, build a regional cultural
memory community, and achieve historical consensus and cultural dialogue.
Keywords: Memory Community; Cultural Memory; Japanese Returnees from China; Intergenerational Transmission; Post-
war Memory

(A% 5T BL)

92



