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A Preliminary Study on Political Interpretations in the Japanese Gozan Commentary of
Huang Tingjian's Poetry
ZHANG Li
(Renmin University of China)

Abstract: In the Japanese Gozan Commentaries of Huang Tingjian’ s poetry, Chochii-k6 and Sankokusho, a considerable
number of annotations concern the political situation of the Northern Song. These may be broadly divided into two modes of
exposition: the first is a biographical-historical mode, which emphasizes the poet’s political aspirations and insights as reflect-
ed in his verses; the second is a subjective-interventionist mode, characterized above all by a categorical repudiation of Wang
Anshi and the New Policies faction. Such a stance is closely related to the partial orientation of Chinese classical texts transmit-
ted in the Gozan monasteries, as well as to the cultural prestige accorded to Su Shi and Huang Tingjian. This form of political
interpretation is indebted to the tradition of Chinese poetics, while also facilitated by the allusive character of Huang’s poetry,
which permits open-ended interpretation. It further reflects the monks’ own experience of involvement in shogunal politics.
Within the context of Huang’s reception, it thus exemplifies a typical phenomenon, marked by interpretive extension and eval-
uative positioning. The two commentaries are similar in content but diverge in style: Chochui-ko relies heavily on citations and
textual corroboration, whereas Sankokushd adopts a more straightforward mode of commentary, with a stronger tendency to-
ward subjective judgment.
Keywords: Commentary of Huang Tingjian’s poetry; Political Interpretations; Chochti-ko; Sankokushd
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