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The Formation of Lu Xun as a Scholar: The Academic Use of A Brief History of Chinese

Fiction in Japanese Sinological Circles
CUI Zixian

(Seinan Gakuin University)

Abstract: Existing studies on the dissemination and reception of Lu Xun in Japan have primarily focused on the translation of
his fiction, literary evaluation, and the reception of his thought. Relatively little attention, however, has been paid to how his
scholarly works entered the knowledge-production process of Japanese Sinological scholarship. Focusing on the academic use
of Lu Xun's 4 Brief History of Chinese Fiction (Zhongguo xiaoshuo shiliie) in Japanese Sinological circles during the 1920s,
this article examines early reviews, specific citations, and the work's actual uses across different fields of research. It analyzes
how A Brief History of Chinese Fiction was gradually transformed from a reference work into an academic resource capable of
supporting scholarly judgment. On this basis, the article argues that, compared with the image of "Lu Xun as a literary writer,"
which at the time was still shaped largely through sporadic translation and introduction, the image of "Lu Xun as a scholar"
gained clearer visibility earlier within Japanese Sinology.This article further argues that Japanese Sinologists such as Kuraishi
Takeshird and Shionoya On incorporated A Brief History of Chinese Fiction into concrete research practices concerning the his-
tory of fiction, bibliography, edition studies, terminological analysis, and cross-cultural literary discourse through reviews, cita-
tions, and critical corrections. In this process, the work gradually became an important scholarly basis for bibliographical identi-
fication, judgments on editions, and literary evaluation. At the same time, Lu Xun came to be recognized not merely as the au-
thor of 4 Brief History of Chinese Fiction, but as a scholar capable of providing documentary evidence, scholarly judgment,
and interpretive frameworks. Lu Xun's early image in Japan was therefore not shaped solely through literary translation and in-
troduction; it was also generated through textual use, knowledge classification, and scholarly evaluation within Japanese Sino-
logical scholarship. This reception pathway, characterized by the priority of academic use, not only reveals the mechanism of
knowledge selection through which Japanese Sinology approached Lu Xun, but also offers a new perspective for understanding
the formation of Lu Xun's image in cross-cultural transmission.

Keywords: Lu Xun; scholarly image; 4 Brief History of Chinese Fiction; Japanese Sinology; knowledge-selection mechanism;

cross-cultural transmission
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