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Formation and Evolution of the Shishi Volumes in Ryukyuan Local Gazettes from an

East Asian Perspective
LIU Shikai
(Department of History, Tsinghua University)

Abstract: In the early 18th century, the Ryukyuan government successively compiled two official general gazettes, Ryukyu-
koku Yuraiki and Liuqiuguo Jiuji, both of which featured a "Shishi" volume dedicated to recording the origins of domestic insti-
tutions and customs. It was a product of the regional dissemination of Chinese Leishu about Origins across East Asia. This pro-
cess exemplifies a transmission path where the Shishi genre originated in China, underwent transformation in Japan, and even-
tually spread to Ryukyu. The "Shishi" volume represented the application of the "Zhengshi" concept within the Ryukyuan con-
text; the government intended to provide a historical foundation for its ruling legitimacy and the reconstruction of social order
by tracing and rectifying the origins of various matters.From Ryukyukoku Yuraiki to Liugiuguo Jiuji, the adaptation of the "Shi-
shi" volumes reflected an evolution in the Ryukyuan government's discourse-building strategies regarding origins. At the stage
of Ryukyukoku Yuraiki, although the "Shishi" volume initially established a knowledge system of national origins by drawing
on the Japanese work Wakan Kotohajime, it failed to internalize this external model. Consequently, it fell into a dilemma of
"discrepancy between name and reality" in its category settings, entry structures, and specific narratives. Zheng Bingzhe's com-
pilation of the "Shishi" volume in Ryukyukoku Yuraiki marked the localization of the Leishu about Origins. By deconstructing
tripartite comparative models and meticulously restructuring the original entries, he moved beyond simple imitation to estab-
lish a distinctively Ryukyuan discourse on origins.

Keywords: Ryukyu; Origin of Objects Knowledge; Wakan Kotohajime; Ryukyukoku Yuraiki; Liugiuguo Jiuji
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