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From Chinese Origins to Local Evolution: A Historical Investigation of Nagasaki's Péron

Dragon Boat Tradition
SUN Kai
(Fujian Normal University)

Abstract:This paper examines the historical origins, cultural connotations, and evolutionary trajectory of the dragon boat cus-
tom in Nagasaki, Japan. The study highlights that this tradition is deeply rooted in the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival, particular-
ly influenced by the dragon boat racing traditions and water deity beliefs of Fujian region. It was introduced to Nagasaki during
the Edo period via maritime merchants from Fujian. Within Nagasaki’s unique context as a cultural crossroads in East Asia, the
dragon boat custom underwent profound localization. It transitioned from an initial practice among Chinese immigrants to a
folk ritual combining sacred ceremonies and public entertainment, eventually integrating into Shinto rituals and modern sport-
ing events. The study argues that the dragon boat custom in Nagasaki represents a significant case of cross-cultural adaptation
and continuous reinvention of traditional Chinese festival culture within East Asian civilizational exchanges.
Keywords: Nagasaki; Dragon Boat Festival; History of Sino-Japanese Cultural Exchange
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