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A Study on the Strategic and Ritual Nature of Political Public Apologies in Japan
QI Fuding & DONG Yanxin
(Dalian University of Foreign Languages)
Abstract: This study focuses on public political apologies in Japan, systematically examining their discursive features, prag-
matic strategies, and underlying motivations based on authentic public media corpora from recent years. The findings reveal
that political apologies exhibit a high degree of ritualization. The core of their discourse lies in the performance of responsibil-
ity in public through highly formulaic expressions, rather than the pursuit of substantive accountability or relational repair. Es-
sentially, such apologies function as a linguistic public ritual. Their primary aim is to swiftly restore disrupted public order and
surface-level trust through ritualized performances that align with social expectations, thereby shifting public attention from the
substantive question of "who is responsible" to the procedural evaluation of "whether the apology is appropriate." Compared to
apologies in everyday or business contexts, political apologies strategically prioritize the fulfillment of formal conventions,
while downplaying explicit assignment of responsibility, concrete compensation, and commitments to future conduct. A public
comment analysis reveals that negative evaluations predominate, and there is no direct causal relationship between the strategic
choices of political apologies and their public acceptance. The formation of this discursive pattern stems from Japan's distinct
collectivist culture, its homogeneous media environment, and the inherent demand for symbolic trust restoration within politi-
cal communication.
Keywords: political public apologies, pragmatic strategies, rituality, public reception
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