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Semantic Studies of Japanese from a Categorial Ontological Perspective

and Cultural Interpretation
LI Guixin
(Heilongjiang University)

Abstract: Following the ontological turn in contemporary philosophy, linguistic inquiry has gradually shifted from an instru-
mental to an ontological orientation. As a central issue in both philosophy and linguistics, category theory has received rela-
tively limited attention from an ontological perspective, leaving certain linguistic phenomena insufficiently explained. This
study proposes Category Ontology as a complementary framework to existing category theories and as a foundation for con-
structing a more comprehensive category model. From this perspective, categories are understood not only as organizational
units of linguistic form but also as manifestations of sociocultural structures encoded in language. Situated within the sociocul-
tural context of Japan, this study examines the formation and operational mechanisms of semantic categories in Japanese.
Through analyses of kinship terms and the uchi/soto distinction, it demonstrates that categories constitute linguistic realizations
of Japanese sociocultural cognition, thereby providing an ontological account of the relationship between semantic categoriza-
tion and cultural cognition. The proposed framework contributes to a deeper understanding of the cultural-cognitive mecha-
nisms underlying linguistic phenomena and offers a new perspective for research on the interaction among language, cognition,
and culture.

Keywords: Japanese semantics; category; ontology; culture; digital humanities
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